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336 Index to the Atlantic Monthly. [March, 

With such abatements these books are a positive addition to litera- 
ture. The genius and culture of their author are seen on almost every 
page. Thus, while Mr. Warner makes no parade of historical lore, he 
has the happy tact to excerpt from his elders bits of rare beauty and 
history, as witness these old words of Amrou to the Khalif Omar, de- 
scriptive of Egypt, " O Commander of the Faithful ! Egypt is a com- 
pound of black earth and green plants, between a pulverized mountain 
and a red sand. Along the valley descends a river on which the bless- 
ing of the Most High reposes, both in the evening and the morning, and 
which rises and falls with the revolutions of the sun and moon. Ac- 
cording to the necessitudes of the seasons, the face of the country is 
adorned with a silver wave, a verdant emerald, and the deep yellow of 
a golden harvest." As a word-painter Mr. Warner belongs to the Pre- 
raphaelites, as witness this very minute and exact description of a scene 
near Jaffa : " In the fields the brown husbandmen are ploughing, turning 
up the soft red earth with a rude plough drawn by cattle yoked wide 
apart. Red-legged storks, on their way, I suppose, from Egypt to their 
summer residence farther north, dot the meadows, and are too busy pick- 
ing up worms to notice our halloo." In short, here is an industrious, 
keen-sighted, and shrewd observer, who has not only gone very close 
to gathering up new things out of the old, well-worn roadway of the 
holy and historic East, but has also made old things look young and 
novel in the glamour of his ready wit and good temper. Curiously 
enough, America of late has furnished to these old lands more than her 
share of keen and able travellers, who may take rank among the best of 
literary pilgrims to the Nile land and the Jordan. The United States 
Exploring Expedition to the Dead Sea gave Europe for the first time 
exact descriptions and measurements of that singular and weird domain 
of sand and salt. Stephens's book equalled the best of its forerunners 
in its vivacity and picturesqueness. Thompson and Robinson cast new 
light on our old Bible, and Curtis, best beloved of Howadj is, illumined 
the ways he passed over with the light of his bright and graceful style. 
Among these pilgrims to the sunrise Mr. Warner has, fairly earned the 
right to take his place. 



14. — Index to the Atlantic Monthly. Volumes I. -XXXVI. (1857- 
1876.) Boston : H. 0. Houghton & Co. 1877. 8vo. pp. 106. 

So much of the best literary work finds its way into the current maga- 
zines that the Index to the contents of one like the " Atlantic," from its 
beginning in 1857 to the close of 1876, revealing the authorship of im- 
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portant articles, which in its earlier life was concealed from the public, 
is in itself an important contribution to the curiosities of literature. In 
the culture and spirit of its articles this magazine has always taken 
high rank. If it has been rather literary than social or political in 
character during the present editorship, in its chosen field it has never 
fallen below the standard set by Professor Lowell, its first editor. This 
uniform excellence, sustained by contributions from the best writers 
in the country, gives the Index an especial value. It reveals what 
single authors have done in an anonymous way ; it serves as a catalogue 
of the contents of the magazine ; and it shows at a glance what the 
"Atlantic" has accomplished for the permanent interests of literature. 
The compiler has done his work intelligently, with as near an approach 
to completeness as is possible when all the difficulties are considered. 



15. — Sermons Preached before the University of Oxford, and on Various 
Occasions. By J. B. Mozlbt, D.D. Second Edition. New York : 
E. P. Dutton & Co. 1876. 12mo. pp. 316. 

The preachers are few who present fresh thought in the compact and 
nervous language which retains its vitality in a book. Dr. Mozley be- 
longs to this class. Though his sermons might have been better edited, 
they could hardly be improved in clearness of style or in directness of 
thought. He resembles Bishop Butler in his choice of subjects and in 
his ability to reach down to the underlying truths of nature or life on 
which they based, but he is too original a thinker to be the conscious 
imitator of any one. These discourses are chiefly ethical essays. As 
sermons they were intended for special occasions ; this explains their 
length and exhaustive treatment. Their great merit is thorougness 
and originality. Dr. Mozley reaches the limits of his subject without 
the evidence that he has gone to the full extent of his ability. His 
language is so identified with his thought that the glow of the one 
blends with the clearness of the other, and the result is that bright 
and suggestive writing which all enjoy and few can imitate. In this 
genius for expression Dr. Mozley reminds one of Dr. Newman. They 
each have the power to throw large meaning into plain words and 
condense their thinking into brilliant sentences. The sermons in this 
volume which furnish the best evidence of Dr. Mozley's thought and 
style are " The Reversal of Human Judgment," " The "Work of the 
Spirit on the Natural Man," " Our Duty to Equals," " The Unspoken 
Judgment of Mankind," and " The Strength of "Wishes." The author 
has done important work in other directions, but these sermons place 
him among the ablest and clearest ethical writers of the day. 
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